''Engineering is an art rather than a science and in saying that I imply a higher rather than a lower status. '' It is unfortunate indeed that in this historical turning point, when intellectual work is being subjected to forms of Taylorism, we still find a terrible wastage of human skill and ingenuity. However, there is still time for a human-centred approach to become possible which will create a symbiotic relationship. Human-centred systems could provide a much richer and more productive environment for work, but the systems continue to be reductionist and an opportunity for something much more fulfilling is currently ignored.
There are some professions and systems which are making a positive use of robotic-type tools. For example, these telechiric devices are deployed by surgeons in keyhole surgery and by pilots who train in flight simulators. In each case the operator is in control and their skills and abilities are enhanced. However, there is no guarantee that this will remain the practice for long.
We leave the last word to the founder of cybernetics Norbert Wiener who once cautioned ''Although machines are theoretically subject to human criticism, such criticism may be ineffective until long after it is relevant.' ' We've been warned ! 
